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that. Even such, general names as A sura orDeva
could no longer satisfy them. There may be Devas
and Asuras, they said; but we want more, we want
a higher word, a purer thought. They forsook the
bright Devas, not because they believed or desired
less, but because they believed and desired more than
the bright Devas.

There was a new conception working in their mind;
and the cries of despair were but the harbingers of a
new birth.

So it has been, so it always will be. There is an
atheism which is unto death, there is another atheism
which is the very life-blood of all true faith. It is
the power of giving up what, in our best, our most
honest moments, we know to be no longer true ; it is
the readiness to replace the less perfect, however dear,
however sacred it may have been to us, by the more
perfect, however much it may be detested, as yet, by
the world. It is the true self-surrender, the true
self-sacrifice, the truest trust in truth, the truest faith.
Without that atheism religion would long ago have
become a petrified hypocrisy; without that atheism
no new religion, no reform, no reformation, no re-
suscitation^ would ever have been possible; without
that atheism no new life is possible for any one
of us.

Let us look at the history of religion. How many
men in all countries and all ages have been called
atheists, not because they denied that there existed
anything beyond the visible and the finite, or because
they declared that the world, such as it was, could be
explained without a cause, without a purpose, without
a God, but often because they differed only from the